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ville is a quite exceptional man, rich, not a student, passionately
fond of wandering in Italy and France. The more of such
geography (especially physical) and mild architecture you could
work in the better. Political poems are the only things not dry in
history: do you call Piers Plowman dull? or Renardt and if you
can read history and Bertrand together you would not dream of
following Ezra Pound. If you touch Renaissance France read a
little Rabelais (especially Vile Somnante in book 5): between
Villon, Rabelais, and Ronsard (with Clement Marot) you get the
flesh and blood side of the Renaissance. The Scaligers don't
touch.
What is a nympholept?1 It sounds like a sort of newt: don't
use these words: your letter on the whole needs a chastening of
Bunyan, and perhaps Addison. Don't reply and say they are not
alike.
I left my special subject (the Crusades) till the last two weeks of
the last term. It was mostly done while the examination was
actually in progress in three all-night sittings: special subjects, if
you know all but the facts are a matter of simple cram. I should
certainly not recommend doing it (except to know your ground,
if it is territorial) before the last term: or the term before the last,
leaving'the last for revision. If it is a matter like the Crusades
two or three weeks are more than enough. Other subjects have
more to read: but always read something that throws a side-light
on the set authorities (i.e. I didn't touch them till I had read the
Armenian Chroniclers, William of Tyre, and the gestes.) You
are going to too many lectures. The English Constitution did
not develop out of domesday book. If you imbibe all Mr. Barker's
lectures thereon, you will not be able to see it didn't. But it takes
three terms to do so: give him up after the first term: you get
nothing new from him, because it mostly comes from Pollock and
Maitland (which don't read) and besides everybody goes there,
so it is no use repeating anything he says: everybody else does*
A, L. Smith is an institution: he delivered those lectures on
Aristotle the year before his eldest daughter was born, and since
1 Nympholept=one carried off by nymphs or inspired by the nymphs with an
enthusiasm for the unattainable. Compare Lawrence's own use of unusual words such
as vegetable stupe (Letter No. 27, p. 101),